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PUBLIC ACTIVITIES
EuroCham co-hosted the Workshop on draft Law on Environmental
Protection (Revised)
On May 19, 2020 in Hanoi,
EuroCham, AmCham, VCCI
and MONRE co-hosted the
workshop ‘Private Sector Views
on Draft Law on Environmental
Protection (Revised)’.

Vice-chairman Brian Hull of Green Growth Sector Committee represented for EuroCham at the
workshop. It was well attended by around 100 representatives from a range of Ministries, multinational and local companies. This event was held right before the meeting of National Assembly
from May 20.
Following opening remarks from representatives of the organisers, there was a detailed input
from the Legal Department of MONRE.

From left to right: Mr Brian Hull – Vice Chairman of GGSC – Representative of EuroCham;
Representatives of MONRE; VCCI, AmCham
Vice-chairman Brian Hull delivered a speech reflecting key concerns of EuroCham members on
this draft Law. He mentioned the lack of details and incentives for the use of recycled materials,
the importance of moving to a circular economy and the concerns from members regarding the
introduction of additional administrative burdens associated with the new Environmental
License.
There was then a detailed range of inputs given from other international companies, including
GGSC members such as Heineken, Unilever, etc.

Webinar “Circular Economy towards Sustainable Cities”

On June 24, EuroCham Green
Growth
Sector
Committee,
Vietnam Green Building Council
(VGBC) and Vietnam Business
Council
for
Sustainable
Development
(VBCSD)
coorganized the webinar “Circular
Economy towards Sustainable
Cities”. The webinar attracted 40
attendees.

At the beginning of the webinar, Mr, Nguyen Cong Minh Bao – Moderator, introduced the series
of Breakfast Talks/Webinar with the strategy for drive sector impact. Three parts of the strategy
are climate action, resource efficiency, and health & well-being. Last year, the first Breakfast
Talks “Toward the Net Zero Carbon” were held in Ho Chi Minh city and Hanoi. This webinar
“Circular Economy towards Sustainable Cities” 2020 deals with the second part.

After the introduction by the moderator, Mr. Nguyen Quang Vinh – Vice Chairman of VBCSD
prepared an opening speech. Guest note speaker Ms. Melissa Merryweather – Director of GreenConsult Global, Asia and Vietnam, Board member of VGBC delivered the first presentation on
Circularity in Building to create a Circular Economy in Vietnam. She listed out the benefits of
circular economy, analysed the principles of circularity in building, and introduced the alignment
of Lotus certificate and circularity management. Key principles of circularity in building includes
designing for adaptability, designing for disassembly, products as services, reusing, and lowimpact materials. For each principle, she updated the current application in construction and
architecture and instructed the direction for business to use.

After that, Mr. Do Manh Dung – Board member of VBCSD and CEO of Hoang Lien Son JSC.
presented about Circular Economy for Sustainability in Vietnam. He pointed out global
challenges and the context of Vietnam, as well as analysed case studies before offering
recommendations. Four disciplines mentioned were water & wastewater, renewable energy, food
chain, and construction & building. He recommended that, defining indicators in every process,
including source, refine, produce, sell, use, is the key to enable Circular Economy. He also
emphasized 17 Sustainable Development Goals by United Nations, which are the reference and
target for sectors towards circular economy.
Mr. Tomaso Andreatta – Chairman of EuroCham GGSC – delivered the closing remarks. He
mentioned essential mechanisms for all forms of circular economy, and made a call to all
participants to join hands in this effort. He emphasised the parallel process of changing the culture
and changing the rules, which private sector and regulators involve together. GGSC advocates
that new construction permits should only be given if the buildings are certified. Mr. Tomaso
also pointed out that low electricity price hindered the motivation for energy efficiency, which
affected the drive for building efficiency. Besides, new technology and solutions, such as full
composability and rooftop solar power, were encouraged.
The webinar provided attendees with updated information about circular economy and actions
can be taken to apply circular economy to their production and consumption. Mr. Nguyen Cong
Minh Bao also informed attendees about the future cooperation of EuroCham GGSC and VBCSD
to co-organise the National Conference on Sustainable Development (NCSD), tentatively in
September 2020. NCSD is an annual conference, which has been held since 2018.

EuroCham Webinar “The Prime Minister’s Decision 13 – Final FIT for
Renewable Energy in Vietnam?”
On April 15, EuroCham hosted a
webinar on “Prime Minister’s
Decision 13 on 06 April 2020: Is It
the Final FIT for Renewable Energy
in Vietnam?”

After the introduction by EuroCham Vice-Chairman Ywert Visser, three speakers Mr. Giles
Cooper, Mr. Federico Bestiani, and Mr. Gavin Smith from GGSC presented respectively. They
reviewed the legislation, shared the current situation of rooftop solar power installation and the
viewpoint on solar power development in Vietnam. Over 80 attendees joined the virtual event.

To begin with, Mr. Giles T. Cooper – Vice Chairman of GGSC and Partner at Duanne Morris
summed up and compared Decision 13 – the new regulation – with previous documents, including
Decision 11 and MOIT Letters dated in 2019. He pointed out the good, bad sides and uncertainties
of Decision 13. Besides, with a focus on rooftop solar power, he analysed the huge potential and
pressure of this sector, outlook for corporate PPAs, as well as three options set by MOIT Letter
No. 1986 dated 19 March 2020, including project-based auctions, substation-based options, and
bidding for specific projects (or solar park basis).
After that, Mr. Federico Bestiani from Bestiani Engineering Company – a GGSC member active
in solar project construction presented ways for companies to adopt rooftop solar power. On
considering to install solar panel on the rooftop, companies can think of two ways: buying and
directly control the equipment, or leasing it through power purchase agreement. Regarding
leasing/PPA Tariffs details, he analysed three types, including fixed tariff, floating tariff, and
lease out the roof. Before showing a case study, Mr. Federico explained the process of rooftop
solar power project for owners of factories/buildings/infrastructures to prepare for their
investment.
The last speaker, Mr. Gavin Smith – Vice Chairman of GGSC and Head of Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Working Group, informed the attendees with the arguments in advocacy
of GGSC, benefits and drawbacks that Decision 13 brought to business. He also analysed that
CoVID-19 and the deadline on December 31, 2020 for price incentives had negative impacts on
the majority of large foreign corporates and large domestic corporates. He also discussed the
perspective for power supply and demand during COVID-19 and towards 2025, especially the
solar energy sector.

General Assembly Term IV (2020 – 2023) Meeting of Vietnam Business
Council on Sustainable Development
On June 23, 2020, Vietnam
Business Council on Sustainable
Development (VBCSD) held its
General Assembly Term IV
(2020 – 2023) Meeting in Hanoi.

The General Assemly Meeting of VBCSD is held once every three years. For the 4 th term from
2020 to 2023, Vice-Chairman Nguyen Cong Minh Bao represented EuroCham GGSC in Annual
General Meeting to strengthen collaboration between VBCSD/VCCI and Eurocham GGSC.

Mr. Nguyen Cong Minh Bao – Vice Chairman of EuroCham GGSC at the VBCSD Meeting
The Board and members of VBCSD also had a meeting in the afternoon with Deputy Prime
Minister cum Chairman of the National Council for Sustainable Development Vu Duc Dam.
In 2020, EuroCham GGSC, VBCSD (together with Vietnam Green Building Council), coorganized the webinar “Circular Economy towards Sustainable Cities” on June 24. For the second
half-year, EuroCham GGSC is planning to cooperate with VBCSD in the National Conference
on Sustainable Development.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Recommendations for Government actions responding to the CoVID-19
impact on Clean Energy
During CoVID-19 outbreak, the
Government
called
for
recommendations from business
to
handle
the
situation.
EuroCham GGSC actively sent
our description of situation and
relevant recommendations.

Eurocham GGSC requested the Government supports Clean Energy businesses with the
following emergency measures. VBF Power and Energy Working Group then adopted GGSC's
suggestions and included them in their submission to EVN and to MOIT on 18th May 2020:
1. Electricity Price Freeze - Commercial power consumers should have power price frozen for
two years while they rebuild their income and manage increased costs
2. Wind Power FIT - Extend the FIT deadline to 31st December 2022 in line with
MOIT's recommendation
3. Behind-the-Meter Power Plants - Address the constraints on Clean Energy onsite by
introducing a simplified process for onsite power plants from private power consumers
4. Retain foreign investors interest in solar and wind projects in Vietnam - Improve the risk
and bankability issues of renewable energy PPAs for sale of renewable energy to EVN
5. Publishing the Roadmap to Power Tariff inflation (the Pricing Framework) from 2020
to 2025, for all tariff groups - allow consumers to anticipate and plan for inflation of costs and
to invest in energy efficiency measures

ABB Power Grids wins breakthrough 500 Kv
substation orders
As Vietnam’s economy evolves
and matures, ABB Power Grids
continuous
to
deliver
technologies and solutions that
will help power this growth
sustainably.

From integration of renewables into the national grid to reliable products and systems that
strengthen transmission network to life cycle management services that ensure utilities run their
operations efficiently and profitably; ABB Power Grids strives to be the partner of choice for a
stronger, smarter and greener grid in Vietnam.
Adding yet another feather in its cap, ABB Power Grids was recently awarded the orders 500 kV
substation order in the country, including delivery of high voltage breakers, series compensation,
grid automation and shunt reactors. Our reputation for quality, security and reliable delivery,
along with great support from our local Vietnamese partner, enabled our success in securing these
orders which will be operational before the end of 2020.

Shunt Reactor 500kV - 192MVAr for 500kV Transmission line

Innovative electrification solutions from ABB to tackle
environmental effects of fast-paced urbanization

Electric vehicles and supporting
infrastructure will be an
important
component
for
delivering better air quality in
large Vietnamese cities.

Vietnam has witnessed rapid urban development with the number of cities increasing sharply in
recent years. Rapid urbanization comes with significant pressure on the transport sector. Indeed,
the number of car owners in Vietnam increased by 38 percent from 2012 to 2016, the highest
growth rate in the region compared to neighbouring countries such as Malaysia, Thailand and
Indonesia. Meanwhile, Vietnam is also the fourth largest motorbike user in the world after India,
China and Indonesia.
Keeping up with growth
Such significant growth is a positive sign of investment and economic prosperity but the threat
which it places on the environment cannot be forgotten. In cities such as Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City and in industrial areas, where more than 70 percent of emissions come from transportation,
high levels of CO, CO2, SO2 and NOx have been detected.

Transportation in Ho Chi Minh city
Within the Vietnam Green Growth Strategy, a clear objective has been outlined to reduce
emissions for a cleaner and greener urban future. Adoption of e-mobility solutions will be one of
the key factors in achieving this.
E-mobility in action
Electric vehicles have attracted widespread interest in the world because of their ability to reduce
energy consumption and emissions. They emit less greenhouse gases and air pollutants over their
life than a petrol or diesel vehicle.
ABB offers the full range of charging solutions for electric cars, electric and hybrid buses, and
electrification solutions for ships and railways. ABB entered the electric vehicle-charging market
back in 2010 and has sold more than 13,000 DC fast chargers across over 80 countries worldwide.

EV Charging station
ABB has recently received the Global E-mobility Leader 2019 award for its leadership role in
supporting international adoption of sustainable transport solutions.
“With a strong presence in Vietnam over the last 27 years in supporting the country’s power and
automation, ABB looks forward to bringing new technologies into Vietnam to help solve air
quality issues and playing a part in changing the transport landscape.” said Noel Hupont, Country
Managing Director of ABB in Vietnam.

SUSTAINABLE CITIES
Together, we contribute to Sustainable Cities
Bruno Fux
Bruno Fux from INSEE would
like to send a message to all
GGSC
members
regarding
Sustainable Cities Working
Group.

The challenges cities are facing today and in the future are immense. To recall just two key facts:
70% of world population will live in cities by 2050, as well being responsible for over 70% of
global greenhouse gas emissions.
You, dear member companies and individuals, have solutions to address these challenges. We
need to make sure this is well understood by key stakeholders, and the development of sustainable
cities is accelerated by decision makers.
Therefore, I would like to encourage you to actively participate in the working group so that we
can shape it together!
Please reach out to me - and I will reach out to you, too!

Strong together - in and beyond the crisis
During the CoVID-19 outbreak,
entrepreneurs had to care about
both business and the well-being
of people. INSEE would like to
share their solutions and
activities
throughout
the
challenging period.

At INSEE, the health & well-being of every individual is a high priority. Besides typical
regulations, INSEE has put an extraordinary range of measures in place to ensure the safety for
all in the time of COVID-19, such as daily temperature checking, social distancing in the plants
and office, travel restrictions, and work-from-home arrangements. Moreover, the staff at plants
have come up with many innovative ideas to minimize the risk of transmission through
interactions.
In addition to the economic performance objectives, the company is driven by corporate social
responsibility. Sustainability has always been INSEE’s principle, primarily putting people first,
and caring about the community where the company operates. Therefore, considering the
unprecedented dual crisis in Vietnam, including salinity, drought, and COVID-19, INSEE
Vietnam has donated a total of VND2 billion to accompany people in Mekong Delta to weather
this storm.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
BASF and Security Matters collaborate to accelerate
progress towards a circular economy for plastics
Security Matters, Ltd. and BASF
has signed an agreement to
develop solutions for plastics
traceability and circularity.

In their cooperation, Security Matters and BASF aim to offer a solution to address the major
challenges in recycling plastics, for example costly and complex recycling infrastructure, or not
existing in many places of the world, as well as quality level of recycled plastic compared to
virgin plastic.

Security Matters will contribute its technology to enable physical and digital tracking of closed
loop recycling, authenticate sustainability claims and improve sorting of plastic waste. The
partnership leverages BASF’s extensive experience in plastic additives, regulatory know-how,
and understanding of the plastics value chain. Both companies will also combine their research
& development capabilities and required resources as part of the agreement.
Security Matters will provide its track and trace solution that marks physical objects with a unique
and unalterable chemical-based barcode and connects them to a digital twin. The barcode
withstands manufacturing and recycling processes, without altering the appearance or
performance of the object. Using proprietary technology, the barcode captures a wide variety of
information embedded in the plastic and can be used for closing the plastic loop.

“C to the Power of 3” - CO2 compensation with
added value
Off-setting CO2 emissions by
actively capturing CO2 from the
atmosphere and infinite storage
(so-called CCS approach) is a
new concept for Vietnam. An
appropriate solution has been
developed by Water Solutions
South-East Asia Co. ltd (WSS),
called C3.

The first project using C3 (“C to the Power of 3”) is operational now in Soc Trang province by
WSS. This new concept does not require high technology at all and meets several sustainable
development goals.

By treating wastewater from a school and a nearby market using a constructed wetland, carbon
capture and long-term storage is achieved. It combines the capture and removal of CO2 with the
production of bamboo biomass, the protection of forests and wastewater treatment in rural
settings, free of charge for the communities. The wastewater treatment plant requires almost zero
energy, making the concept scalable under Vietnamese conditions.

Deplastifying the Planet – An activity to
combat increasing waste
Since 1990, consumption of
plastic increased by about 10%
per year, from 3.8kg to 41.3 kg of
plastic per year per inhabitant,
making Vietnamese the highest
consumer in the ASEAN area. To
join hands tackling the issue,
Schoolab conducts a program codesigned by Schoolab and UC
Berkeley in Vietnam.

“Deplastifying the Planet” is a program gathering young talents and students, Schoolab
framework and corporate partners to design new services and products answering value chain
complexity. Multinationals companies like Samsung, Nestlé and non-for-proﬁt Lonely Whale
Foundation joined the program. Topics covered went from alternative plastic production,
consumer behavior and awareness, to end-of-life and recycling.

Schoolab aims at enhancing the synergy between private and public organisations to design and

launch new solutions. Their goal is to support MONRE’s roadmap by working with public and
private actors to tackle plastic waste pollution with an ecosystem approach, leveraging all
stakeholders involved and activate the circular economy.

An Ambitious Sustainability Vision to 2025
On June 16, Heineken Vietnam
launched its Sustainability Report
2020. The report measures the
progress of Heineken Vietnam in
sustainability in 2019 and its
vision to 2025.

Mr. Alexander Koch –Managing Director of HEINEKEN Vietnam emphasised that sustainability
had always been a priority in the development of Heineken. “Especially during times of
uncertainty, sustainability is a guiding compass to help us overcome challenges and stay true to
our values for long-term success,” he said.

Mr. Alexander Koch –Managing Director of HEINEKEN Vietnam – presented at the Press Conference

For the progress during 2019, Heineken Vietnam succeeded in Sustaining Prosperity for a
Better Vietnam, Empowering People for a Better Vietnam, and Sustaining the Planet for a
Better Vietnam. For the last achievement, the company has applied circular economy in
operation, with five out of six breweries brewing with 100% renewable thermal energy, and the
factory in Vung Tau is the first carbon neutral brewery in Asia. It reuses or recycles around 99%
of its waste or by-products, and 100% of its wastewater are treated before being released to the
environment.
Heineken has set the goals for sustainability to 2025:




100% Renewable Energy
100% Water Balanced
ZERO Waste to Landfill
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Schoolab is a leading innovation studio based in Paris, San Francisco, and Ho Chi Minh City. For the past 15 years, Schoolab collaborated
with an array of actors, designing and building concrete, collaborative and impactful projects. To this day, Schoolab led more than 330
corporate innovation programs, fostered a network of 5000 alumni, and accelerated more than 500 startups globally.
Schoolab started its operation in Vietnam in 2018 by accelerating the first batch of dozen Asian startups through its startup incubation
program and trained more than 200 employees through corporate training tracks. The following year 2019, Schoolab scaled up its impact
in Vietnam by organizing the Hanoi innovation summit, a 3000 participants event highlighting innovation for inclusion and sustainability
in Vietnam.
Schoolab recent project on sustainability include the "Deplastify & Regenerate The Planet" offer, an ambitious open innovation program
gathering multidisciplinary teams of students, corporate partners and experts to tackle plastic waste in Vietnam, and also support all
organization in implementing sustainability in their business strategy.

Water Solutions South-East Asia Co. ltd. (WSS) is a 100% foreign owned company established under Vietnamese law and working
in the fields of water and sanitation. The company is a commercial spin-off from the international NGO “Water Solutions International
e.V.”, an organization operating in developing and emerging countries.
WSS is working in five key areas, including consultancy, provision of technical solutions in water and sanitation, training and capacity
building, product development and project management.
In Vietnam we have contributed to a number of projects to solve water-related issues and improve sanitary conditions for Vietnamese
people. Exemplary projects are:






Strengthening provincial health systems in Vietnam by wastewater management and treatment,
Rural water supply and arsenic removal in Vinh Phuc Province,
Carbon capture and sequestration by bamboo wastewater treatment plants, and
Product development and test bedding of an innovative decentralised urban water treatment system

WSS experts are covering a wide range of water-related services, with key staff working for many years in Vietnam already. Our
resources include both national and international experts permanently located in Vietnam and the region, while additional specialists
can be provided at any time. Our staff is prepared to apply innovative, pragmatic and sustainable solutions to water-related challenges.

The RKW Group is an independent, privately owned company headquartered in Frankenthal, Germany and one of the world’s foremost
manufacturers of excellent film solutions. RKW is the market leader in the areas of hygiene and agricultural films, films for the beverage
industry and packaging for powdery goods. In addition, the company makes films and nonwovens for medical applications, for the chemical
and converting industries as well as for the construction sector. RKW’s sustainable films enable its customers to improve the daily life of
consumers all over the world.
RKW Vietnam, established in 1996, is located in Ho Chi Minh City and has been a part of the RKW Group since 2004. RKW Vietnam is
a global supplier of consumer packaging and multipack shrink film; it’s one of the largest manufacturers of plastic packaging films in
Vietnam. As a leader in our industry, we develop innovative products and packaging solutions that are tailor-made to meet the customers’
requirements and sustainable development strategy. The sustainable solutions to reduce carbon foot print and address the circular economy
include biodegradable/compostable, biobased and products made from recycled materials.

For more information or subscribe e-bulletin, please contact:
GreenGrowthSC@eurochamvn.org
Green Growth Sector Committee
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