EUROCHAM'S 5 KEY
MUST-WIN BATTLES
FOR 2025

EUROCHAM

European Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam

b

Part 3: Improving
Work Permit Policies R &

Qllls

for Foreign Workers




EUROCHAM THE CHALLENGE

Currently, work permits for foreign workers in Vietnam
bear impractical conditions.

Standard work permit processing time:

months

Work permit issue example:
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Prime Minister’s Directive 22/CP-TTg
9 March 2025

» The directive is a positive step toward
reforming work permit policies.

P The directive assigns the Ministry of Home
Affairs to propose measures to improve
work permit policies for foreign workers in
a more open, business-friendly, and
efficient manner.
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EUROCHAM'’S Q1 2025
BUSINESS CONFIDENCE INDEX (BCl)

24% of businesses surveyed identify reduction of visa and
work permit difficulties for foreign experts as the most
iImportant factor to improve Vietnam's ability to attract FDI.

Enhancements across different areas are essential to
more effectively attract foreign direct investment (FDI)
and secure business commitment

Enhancing core infrastructure is crucial for boosting Vietnam's attractiveness to FDI.
Moreover, there is a significant emphasis on streamlining administrative processes
and alleviating the challenges related to visas and work permits for foreign

professionals.

Factors to improve ability to attract FDI

Develop core infrastructure (roads, ports,

bridges etc.) =i

Streamline administrative and procedural
processes

Reduce visa and work permit difficulties for
foreign axperts

kMaoke laws clearar and mora precise to
reduce arbitrary interpretation

29%

21%

Enhance the enforcemeant of lows and

: 21%
reagulations

Increase the quality and availability of skilled

labour 9%

Improve e-government services and digital

infrastructure 7%

Address environmental concerns and

pollution control %

Enhance communication of policy changes
and updates %

Lower toxes and tarifis 125
Ensure thot free trade agreements are

properly implemanted and commitrments. 2%

Ensure asustainable anarngy supply 2%
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EUROCHAM'S RECOMMENDATIONS

» Delegating work permit issuance to the local Departments
of Home Affairs where businesses are headquartered;

» Simplifying the pre-approval process for hiring foreign
workers — dropping requirement for job postings & approval
of labour demand; and

» Ensuring uniform implementation of legal regulations

across provinces and cities to prevent inconsistencies in
interpretation and enforcement.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO READ MORE
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